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N22 T is a common Opinion, 

% among thofe who believe a 
future State, that when Spi- 
| rits appear after the Deceafe 
oe of their Bodies, it is either 
} to make fome important Re- 
velation, of Confequence to 
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tortured Souls can find no Repote. 


T HE late repeated Appearance of the Reverend 
Drayman, fince his Deceafe, has alarmed many, 
who are at a Lof§ to account for his hovering over 
his Dung-cart, and be/pattering every thing that falls 
in his Way, imthe fame Manner as he ufed to do in 
his Life-time: they know he could have no fecret 
Treafures unrevealed, having long {ince drain’d his 

r Vein, that had it not been for the Philofophi- 
cal Ore he received from the Promprer, he muft 
have died for Want of Suftenance, five or {ix 
Months fooner than he did; and as to his acknow- 
ledging any Guilt, he never did, while he had fuch 
frequent Opportunities of doing it, and therefore 


could not be fuppofed to come again for that Pur- . 


pofe. 


I sHALL notexplain this Myftery tomy Readers 
at prefent, as it can be of no Confequence to any 
body, whether he is dead or alive; but contider 
his pofthumous Works, as they DROP out of the 
Tail of his late, and ftili much loved SorL-Carr. 


Previous to this, I muft acquaint his Mazes, 
that not being of a vindictive Temper myfelf, and 
even forry, when, in my own Defente, Iam obliged 
to kill another, I had contented myfelf with having 
prevented the Evil intended me, and mourn’d at 
the fame time the mortal Wound he received, when 
urged by rath, undiftinguifhing Rage, he would clofe 
with me, and run, like Cato, after he had read Plato’s 
Book on the Immortality of the: Soul, on the Sword 
that brought bim to his End. At the fame time I 
had by me, and have received fince, many Letters, 
urging me to renew the Combat with him, and 
offering me the Affiftance of fome of the ableft of 
Hands, Way,.I1 have been accufed with having 
Views of my own, of a private Nature, to ferve, 
the Care of which made me neglect the Drayman: 
TL have been to/d, that nothing would more mortify 
him than the publifhing fuch partticular Letters: but 
I have no Defign to mortity the poor Wretch ; | 
think it inhuman to infule over a fa/lew Enemy ; 
the Shame of his Defeat is Punifhment enough. 
The fame Correfpondent has thefe Words. 


~©T am fenfible, that the Title of your Paper 
€ looks full at the Stage; but whether you have 
© not a little too. much confined yourfelf to. that 
© Subject, to make your Paper read by the Gene- 
© raliry of Mankind, may perhaps well deferve your 
© ferious Confideration. 


©T presuME I need not tell you how much 
© Bavius triumphs on your Silence, nor how many 
* Enemies your efpouling tie Philofopher’s Prayer 


‘ has drawn upon you, befides the Drayman: The 

© Gentleman’s Magazine for the laft Month contains. 
‘ two original [RussELLo-GRUBEAN] .. Letters, . 
* both occafioned by what you have wrote ip. Fa- 
vour of Reafox and Common Senfe againtt. Super- 

ftition. Ithould think, that nothing would more 

contribute to have your Paper taken Notice of, 

than fo many LirrLe Curs barking at you, if, 

with a few Lafbes of your Whip, you -fent them 
YELPING home to ¢ell their Story, and make 

their Complaints to their Brethren.’ 
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"T 1s the Nature of Little Curs to yelp at every 
thing out of their,zarrow Comprehenfion; whip- 
ping them may make them /affer, but will never 
mend them. Befides, ’tis very difagreeable always 
to have the Whip in one’s Hand, and it can be no 
Entertainment to fee a poor Creature /a/hed, for, 
the Infirmities of its Nature: But one principal 
Reafon, why I have forbore laying it on him, has 
been, that excegr in. his lait Loap but one, (where- 
in he requires an Explanation of what is meant by 
Inventions of Human Pride) he has not (to drop, 
the Metaphor) faid one Thing new, or anfwer'd 
effectually any one Argument in any preceding 
Prompter on the Philofopher’s Prayer. The twe 
Papers, N° 98, and 112, tho” anfwer’d by him, as 
he thinks, ftand full againft him: He has indeed 
levelled all his Artillery againf{ them both, bur he 
has not made the leaft Breach; and if any Judg-. 
ment can be form’d of the Force of his Arms, 
by the Difcovery he has made of them,- it is im- 
poffible they ever fhould. | 


I sHALL however, to oblige the Impatience of 
thofe Correfpondents, who feem defirous I fhould 
mortify his Vanity a little, look back on the Ar- 
tacks he has made upon me, fince the laft Dif 
chargeat him in N° 112, to fee if I have received 
any flight Wound, which I may not at that time 
have felt. 


THE firft, relating to the Philofopber’s Prayer, 
is to be found at the Tail of N° 317; and inftead 
of wounding me, recoils on himfelf: He therein 
repeats, that-he is not the Author of thofe Letters 
againft the Philofopher’s Prayer, which is giving 


the Caufe, and acknowledging his Defear. Every, . 


the narrowelt, Reader knows, that Correfpondents 
are very often fictitious ; and that, unlefs the Author 
of the Paper at firlt declares, he does not efpoufe 
the Letter therein inferted (as the Promprer did, in 
fome late Criticifms of Mr. Pope's Writings) it is 
juftly chargeable on him. Befides, or I am very 
much mittaken, in his own Perfon he has wrote 


againft the PP gheter’s Prayer, fo that, it is lefs 


thefe Leteer%, than the Subject irfelf, that (by de- 
claring himfelf not the Author of thefe Letters) he 
flies from, and by flying from, gives up. How- 


ever, he has partly from his ewn Stack, and partly’ 


from the Letter-Writers, commenced a Sort_of a 


re-capitulatory Reply, which he has carried thro’ 


four Papers. 


IN the two firft, to ufe his own Expreffion, 
Were returned direct and particular Anfwers to all 
© the 
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the Gavils taifed by the Prompter, againft fome 

Sentences atid Expreffions in the Letter publifhed 
* in the 307th and 308th,Papers, ¢c,’. I thall-only 
inftance one of thefe dire¢t and. particular juftifica- 
tory Anfwers, that my Readers may, by that, judge 
Of the reft: , 


__ In juftifying himfelf from the Conftruction put 
upon thefe Words, Let them [peak out, and we 
forall know what to [ay to them, referring to fuch 
Anfwers, as were return’d in the Days of Queen 
Mary, out of a burning Buth in Smithfield —He, 
fays he, (the Prompter) could not poflibly have the 
leaft Thought of fuch a Sanguinary Threat, siNcE 
the Clergy have fcarce any Shadow left of Ecclefi- 
aftical Power, which is modeftly implying, that if 
they had, they would make ufe of it. It is indeed 
the Layman’s particular Happinefs, and Lone 
MAY HE ENJoyY 1T, that they have nor; for (if 
weexcept a very few great Men amongit them) 
I don’t find, upon the ftricteft Scrutiny, but that, 
comipel them to come in, would be as favourite Doc- 
trine now, as in the Days referr’d to, if the Power 
Of COMPELLING was equal to what it was then. 


In his third re-capitulatory Paper, he fays. the 
effential Points of the Controverfy are, whether 
the. Ifs are not implicit Denials of both natural 
and revealed Religion. I have already fhewn from 
Reafon, that they are not; but as Reafon feems to 
be quite out of this Bigor’s Latitude, I fhall pre- 
fent him with the following Text from Scripture, 
Philippians the 4th, and the 8th Verfe. 


¢ FrNnawcvy, Brethren, whatfoever Things are 
€ true, whatfoever Things are honeft, whatfoever 
© Things are juft, whatfoever Things are pure, 
© whatfoever Things are feemly, whatfoever Things 
© are of good Report, IF THERE BE ANY VIRTUE, 
‘If THERE BE ANY Praise, think on thefe 


© Things.’ 


Ir may be as well afferted, that thefe Ifs are 
implicit Denials of what is contained in the Verfe, 
which, I believe, are ufed by the Apoftle, rather. as 
a ftrengthning Perfuafive Argument to the Philip- 
pians, than as calling it in queftioti. 


Bur his Diftinction a little lower is wonderful ; he 
fays, ‘thefe Ifs muft be Denials of all the Credenda, 
or Articles of Faith revealed, and likewife of a 
great Patt df the Agenda, or practical Duties, 


Tue Words in the Prayer of the Philofopher 
are, * If thou vouchfafeft to regard the Thoughts, 
© the Words, or the Actions of Men ; if any of my 
¢ -Actions can poffibly pleafe, or difpleafe thee, &c.’ 


_. Now, befides. the owe = of expecting a 
@ Philofopher in a Prayer, compofed from pure Rea- 
fon, fhould have any Reference whatfoever to Ar- 
ticles of Faith, not one of thefe Sentences can be 
apply’d to any thing, but to Virtue and Morality ; 
and of courfe can be no Denial of the Credenda, 
nor Agenda, or Practical Duties of Chriftianicy, 
as they have a moral Reference; it having been 
alréady fhewn, both from Reafon and Scripture, 
that the Word If is no implicit Denial at all; but 
on the contrary very often ufed by the beft of 
Writers, in an affirmatory Serife: as in the above 
quoted Verfe, If there be any Virtue, If there be 
any Praife—means, in other Words, argumenta- 
tively I refer it to yca, Philippians, I leave you to 
judge, whether you ought not to think of’ thefe 
Things, fince you know within yourfelves, there is 
Virtue, there is Praife. 


Hrs next Paragraph in the fame Paper, fhews 
the unfair Bigot’ im his true Light, of twifting and 
aa 


turning the moft innocent: 


Expreffion into Here 
or Infidelity. The Vords in the Prompter, 2 
I12, are, 


¢c , . . e -* / 

£ As to the Chriftian Religion, (even fuppofing 
it to be an Impofture) there is not a Religion 
now fubfifting, that he would prefer to it ; "ine 
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Morals, calculated for- the Good of Mankind, and 
the leaft oppreflive of any, kept in its origina} 


“n 


© Purity ; but that at the fame time, the Inven- - 


: tions of human Pride (what thefe are, hereafter 
may be fhewn) have defaced its primitive Beauty.’ 


Own which this candid Chriftian, fays, © be (the 
© Prompter) fuppofes the Chriftian Religion to be ar 
* Impofture” But finding this Affertion too bare 
he rejoins this negative Proof of it, that the 
Prompter has no ways declared it NoT to be an 
Impeller. A Wreich, capable of faying this of 
any Man, is capable ef lighting a Smithfield Pile 
himfelf, and would, no doubt, if he had the Power 
in his Hands. If thefe are the Sentiments of a 
Chriftian, I can boldly borrow Oroonoke’s Speech 
and fay to this Reverend Cavalier, , 

You area CurisTiaN, Bea Curustran fill. 


_ Bur this Spirit of explaining another’s Mean- 
ing, in order to render him obnoxious to Ecwefi- 
ome Cenfure, and to fit him for the Pile, carries 
this fhamelefs Creature into the bafeft Purpofes: 
for his Fear, left my own Explanation of Inven- 
tions of Human Pride, might be fuch, as Priefts 
themfelves might approve of, will not allow him 
to wait, till I think proper to give it; but very ho- 
neftly {applies my Silence on that Head, by {aying, 
I mean all che Credenda peculiar to Chriftianity, and 
all the Agenda, except the moral Precepts , and then, 
by Inference, argumentatively deduced, adds,* The 
« eftablifbed Religion of this Country is Chriftianity, 
© which requires many Things to be Bz Lieven, 
‘and many to be PRACTISED, (this is what he 
© calls the Credenda and Agenda.) To all the 
‘ FORMER, and to a great Part of the LATTER, 
© he is fo far from fhewing any due Regard, that 
€ he reprefents them asthe INVENTions of HUMAN 
‘ Prive.’ And thus makes me fay, that. every 
Part of Chriftianity, (for moral Precepts are no 
original revealed Part of Chriftianity) is the Inven- 
tion of Human Pride, and. Chrift, by Inference, 
wHaT, I have too much Refpect for the Name 
to fay —Now, I have not faid all this, as by his 
own Confeffion I have not; fince I have not, 4s 
he calls it, vouchfafed to fhew what I mean by 
Inventions of Human Pride. I would fain ask who 
it is, thar has uttered thefe Invectives againft Chri- 


{tianity ? 


_As to my not having declared the Chriftian 
Religion zot to be an Impofture, till it is a Part 
of the eftablifhed Religion of my Country, for 
every Individual to make a Confeffion of his 
Faith, and particular Belief, to a Grubftreet Prieft 
when called upon, I fhall beg Leave to be ranke 
among the Number of Chriftians, on the fame 
Terms that the reft of the Nation are; viz. by 
uy profeffing myfelf to be a ‘willing, uncompelled 
ember of a Community, where Chriftianity is 
the eftablifhed Religion ; in the fame Manner, as 
I acknowledge myfelf. to be a walling and xxcom- 
elled Subjeét of a Body Politick, where Liberty 
is the Bafis of the Government. ao 


[HAVE not room to confider the Charge of 
Atheifm, as bafefy brought againft me, as that of 
Infidelity, and as poorly fupported. That, and my 
Explanation of Inventions of human Pride, may 
perhaps form the Subject of my next Paper, if 
not, of a future one. P 4 
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this plain Reafon, that it is full of moft excellent” 
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